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sons might sit, the one on his right hand and the other on his left, in his
kingdom. By this example we are put in mind how often the fondness
of parents renders them the spiritual murderers of their own children, and
makes them blindly excuse, flatter, and encourage their secret vices and
passions. At the same time we are taught how formidable an enemy
ambition is, which could find admittance in the breasts of two apostles
(though yet novices) before the descent of the Holy Ghost. They doubt-
less disguised their vice under the cloak of a reasonable desire and a
virtuous emulation of preferment, with a design of serving their Master
by it. Only the children of light discover the deceit and snare of this
enemy; only profound humility discerns and condemns the specious pre-
tences of subtle pride and covetousness. The two sons of Zebedee seem
to have spoken by the mouth of their mother; wherefore Christ directed
his answer to them, telling them they knew not what they asked; for in
his kingdom preferments are attainable, not by the most forward and
ambitious, but by the most humble, the most laborious, and the most
patient. He therefore asked them if they were able to drink of his cup
of suffering. The two apostles, understanding the condition under which
Christ offered them his kingdom, and glowing with ardour and courage
to suffer, answered peremptorily, they were able to do it. Our Lord told
them they should indeed have their portions of suffering; but for the
honours of his kingdom, he could make no other disposal of them than
according to his decrees in conjunction with his Father in proportion to
every one's charity and patience in suffering.

The virtue of the most fervent novices in the service of God is very
imperfect, so long as entire self-denial and a great assiduity and spirit of
prayer have not yet prepared their souls for, and called down upon them
a plentiful effusion of the Holy Ghost, who fills their understanding with
a clear and new heavenly light, and by the ardour of his charity consumes
the rust of the affections and fills them with his fervour. In this state
even the moral virtues acquire an heroic and infused degree of perfection.
Humility now gives the soul a much more clear and feeling knowledge
of her own infirmities, baseness, and imperfections, with much stronger
sentiments of a just contempt of herself; and the like is to be said of
divine and fraternal charity and all other virtues; so that she seems to
herself translated into a region of new light, in which by continual heroic
acts of these virtues, and especially of prayer and contemplation,-she makes
daily and wonderful advances. This perfection the apostles received in a
more miraculous manner by the descent of the Holy Ghost upon them,
when he not only engraved the law of love deeply in their hearts, but also
bestowed on them the external graces and gifts of prophecy and miracles,
and qualified them for the execution of the great commission they had
received from Christ.